Share your memories of the Queen’s Hotel

BRACEBRIDGE - Architect Don Skinner, who is spear-
heading the restoration of the old Queen’s Hotel on Manitoba
Street in Bracebridge, is seeking information from residents
about the building’s colourful history.

“We're looking for stories from people who worked in the
shops or families who might have had their wedding recep-
tion or some other event here,” said Jen Skinner, “as well as

photographs, letters, postcards, anything that can help us fill

in this wonderful building’s history would be greatly appreci- -

ated.”
Please phone 705-645-6313 or email tamsen@sixdegrees-
muskoka.com to set up an appointment.

“If only these walls could talk,” said Skinner. “This building
has a fascinating history, and we want to learn everything we
can about it in order to pay homage to it in our restoration.
So we’re appealing to anyone who can share their stories and
images.”

The Queen’s Hotel, as it was originally known, was built in
1885 by local entrepreneur Alfred Hunt. In 1892 then-owner
John Higgins put a large addition onto the north end, much of
which was destroyed by fire in 1910 (and then later rebuilt).
It was purchased in the 1930s by the Patterson brothers who
remodelled the building and put in the chamfered corner.

In addition to being the site of The Queen’s Hotel, The
Patterson Hotel and Hotel Patterson, 63 Manitoba St. has
housed a barbershop, billiard room, banquet hall, drugstore,
variety store and pharmacy. Al Beverley purchased the build-
ing in 1986 from which he operated his paint store and home
decorating business, with offices above.

Don and Jen Skinner purchased the building in 2007. It was
briefly home to the Lampost, and this summer was the site
of Six Degrees Muskoka, a not-for-profit pilot project sup-
porting Muskoka’s youth and arts community.

CHANGING FACE. The Queen’s Hotel as it appeared in 1930
(below), and as it appears now (right). Owners Don and Jen
Skinner are seeking information from residents about the building’s
colourful history.
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“Quality Service * Quality Sound”

Thanks to R. Evans for her question
How does a hearing aid react to extreme cold - being outside in the
winter and entering indoors?

Quite often when you leave the warmth of your home and head outside in
-10°C weather or colder, you might hear a SNAP a few seconds after being
outside. This is because the battery is adjusting to the temperature change.
It will not hurt the hearing aid and the aid will still be functioning just
fine.
When you enter the house again and get warm there will probably be some
condensation in the hearing aid. So at bedtime, put your hearing aids with
some silica or in a dry aid kit, (we provide silica free of charge). During a
typical, cold, dry, Muskoka winter, with the heat on continually, we rarely
see moisture problems with hearing aids.
HOURS: Monday to Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. * Friday 9 a.m. to noon

Monthly clinics in Sundridge & Burk’s Falls

E-mail us at
mhearingebellnet.ca

“Serving Muskoka & Surrounding Area For Over 29 Years”

789-9393 684-8300
HUNTSVILLE GRAVENHURST
110 North Kinton Awve.

(Across from Robinson’s Independent Grocer)

&

685 Muskoka Road North

(Beside Gravenhurst Chamber of Commerce)

Your job
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starts here in Bracebridge.  f . flly &

You don’t have to leave home to broaden your horizons.

We can help you access the online courses of Ontario’s

Colleges and Universities. Go to elearnnetwork.ca/bracebridge
for more information.

Drop in or call: 125 Wellington Street, Room 1
705-645-6330

Register now for courses.

@learnnetwork ca

Funded by the Government of Ontario Learn where you live
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